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 ORD01 
  

SUBJECT: LOCAL APPROVALS POLICY - REVISED  
FROM: Director Planning & Environment  
EDMS #: 22/408643   
PREVIOUS ITEMS: ORD05 - Local Approvals Policy – New - Ordinary Council - 

14 Apr 2020 6.00pm    

 

  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement to place the draft revised 
Local Approvals Policy (LAP) on public exhibition. 

BACKGROUND 

Council endorsed the current LAP in April 2020 and following a public exhibition period 
the LAP was adopted in June 2020.  
 
The Local Government Act 1993 prescribes that the LAP is automatically revoked 
within 12 months of a Council election. The LAP has been reviewed and is provided as 
an attachment to this report. 
 
Councillors were briefed on the LAP on 20 September 2022. 

MAIN REPORT 

The LAP provides local exemptions from the need for approval for certain activities and 
outlines the local assessment criteria for those activities where approval is required. 

The LAP applies to activities that include: 

• Installing a caravan or manufactured home, or operating a caravan or 
manufactured park or estate; 

• Waste management activities which may include skip bins and charity bins; 

• Installing or operating an onsite sewage management facility; 

• Street stalls, events and amusement devices; 

• Community events, busking and markets; 

• Cranes and hoardings; and 

• Outdoor dining and temporary and mobile food vending. 
 
The LAP assists the community by providing a central point of reference for information 
regarding these activities. This includes guidance on when an activity is exempt from 
requiring approval, the information required and matters to be considered when 
applying for approval, and other relevant Council policies.  
 
The LAP provides flexibility through local exemptions which removes the requirement 
to seek approval for activities which are minor or low impact. 

The LAP has now been reviewed and minor changes have been made, including 
legislative changes, updated definitions and terminology and updates that recognise 
Council policy introduced since the last review, such as the Public Art Policy. 
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 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications for Council arising from the review of the LAP. 

CONCLUSION 

The revised LAP meets Council’s requirements by providing additional local 
exemptions from the need for approval for some activities and outlines the local 
assessment criteria for those activities where approval is required. 
 
It is recommended that Council endorse the draft LAP to proceed to public exhibition. 
 
RECOMMENDED 

That Council:  
 
i. authorise the public exhibition of the revised Local Approvals Policy for a 

period of 28 days in accordance with Section 160 of the Local Government 
Act 1993, allowing 42 days after the date on which the revised Policy is 
placed on public exhibition for submissions to be made to Council; 
 

ii. if no unresolved submissions are received during the public exhibition, adopt 
the Local Approvals Policy effective from the day after the close of the 
exhibition period; or 

 
iii. if any unresolved submissions are received during the public exhibition, be 

provided a further report following the exhibition period to review the 
submissions made and consider adopting a final Local Approvals Policy. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS   
 
1. Draft Local Approvals Policy 2022  
2. Draft Local Approvals Policy 2022 - Track Changes  
  
 
 


